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1

Executive Summary

1.1

Heathrow Airport is currently consulting on three key topics: airspace changes to
make better use of the two existing runways, airspace changes for an expanded
three-runway airport and future operations for an expanded airport.

1.2

The consultation can be viewed at https://afo.heathrowconsultation.com/

1.3

The deadline for responding is 4 March 2019. Officers have asked whether this
response can be submitted on 8 March 2019 following this Panel meeting.

2

Recommendation

2.1

That the Head of Planning and Corporate Director in consultation with the
Executive Member for Planning be authorised to respond to this consultation as
set out below, plus any further points agreed by the Panel.

3

Explanation

3.1

Heathrow Airport currently operates at 98% of its capacity, which means that any
delays or disruptions can have knock-on consequences. It is also seeking to
build a third runway to increase its capacity.

3.2

In terms of making better use of Heathrow’s existing runways, the airport is
consulting on the short-term introduction of Independent Parallel Approaches
(IPA) to make the arrivals process more efficient when the airport experiences
delays. This would have an impact on less than 10% of arrivals. The IPA
proposals would introduce flights over some areas that do not routinely see
arriving aircraft today and three design envelopes are presented for consultation
(with potential for at least one flightpath in each).

3.3

There are two IPA design envelopes which could potentially affect Welwyn
Hatfield borough. See Appendix 1 for maps and commentary.

3.4

In terms of the operation of a three-runway Heathrow, the consultation seeks
views on matters such as runway alternation, respite flightpaths/options, runway
directional preference and early morning arrivals. These matters are most
important for those living close the airport, but anything designed to alleviate
impacts (by providing periods of noise relief/respite) at the local level will also
potentially have spin-off benefits further afield, including Hertfordshire. The
consultation seeks views on a range of design envelopes, which are swathes
within which the airport considers up to three future flightpaths will be located.

3.5

A design envelope is a geographical area within which it is technically possible to
position one or more flight paths. It does not mean that final flight paths will be
spread across the full width of the envelope. The envelopes have been divided
into sections to show the heights that aircraft could be flying at for that portion of
the envelope. Given that the height (altitude) of an aircraft affects the noise level
experienced on the ground, we have assumed the lowest potential heights for
these design envelopes. In reality, we would expect aircraft will be flying higher
(and should therefore be quieter when heard from the ground). The design
envelopes also show the number of aircraft which might fly through that envelope
in a given day. By providing information on the number, height and noise of
potential flights over your area, our design envelopes aim to give you an
understanding of the potential impact of flights and helps you to respond to this
consultation.

3.6

There are three design envelopes which could potentially affect Welwyn Hatfield
borough. See Appendix 2 for maps and commentary.

3.7

Hertfordshire County Council is its own report on this consultation has stated that
“Whilst is it likely that Hertfordshire will not need to substantively engage with
much of the content of the consultation, the design envelope swathes are a
matter that parts of the county will probably wish to respond to as a numbers of
swathes traverse the county. Consultees are being asked to identify anything
within these swathes which they believe future flightpaths should avoid – and the
reason(s) why. Officers are currently liaising with borough/district council
colleagues in relation to how Hertfordshire should best respond to the
consultation. At this stage it appears that individual boroughs/districts would be
best placed to identify those parts of their areas requiring protection, perhaps
supported by a general comment from the County Council in relation to
protection of communities and recognition of significant assets (such as Areas of
Outstanding Natural Beauty and Hatfield House, for example). In addition, the
County Council and a number of boroughs/districts will want to make
representations that future flightpaths should be designed so as to ensure they
do not compromise the ability in the future for departures from London Luton
Airport over Hertfordshire to climb higher quicker – i.e. that Heathrow flightpaths
do not ‘hold down’ aircraft departing from London Luton.”

3.8

It is therefore recommended that the Council should respond to this consultation
by raising concerns about the design envelopes that affect the borough,
particularly ‘Depatures-1 for the northern runway’ which could affect homes and
businesses in Welwyn Garden City, Hatfield and many of the borough’s southern
villages.

3.9

The response should also reiterate the issue identified by Hertfordshire County
Council that design envelopes should not ‘hold down’ aircraft departing from
London Luton Airport, as this could create greater amounts of noise and pollution
for homes and businesses under the flightpaths of these aeroplanes.

3.10

The NPPF states that planning policies and planning decisions should prevent
new and existing development from contribution to, being put at unacceptable
risk from, or being adversely affected by unacceptable levels of noise pollution.

3.11

The NPPF also instructs local planning authorities to be aware of the significance
of heritage assets in their area. Great weight should be given to the asset’s

conservation when considering the impact of a proposed development. The
more important the asset the greater the weight should be. Hatfield House, the
Old Palace, St Etheldreda’s Church and Brocket Hall are all Grade I listed
buildings and there are many other Grade II* and Grade II listed buildings in the
borough.
4

Legal Implications

4.1

There are no direct legal implications associated with this report.

5

Financial Implications

5.1

There are no direct financial implications associated with this report.

6

Risk Management Implications

6.1

There are no direct risk management implications associated with this report,
although it can be presumed that Heathrow Airport does consider these matters.

7

Security and Terrorism Implications

7.1

There are no direct security or terrorism implications associated with this report,
although it can be presumed that Heathrow Airport does consider these matters.

8

Procurement Implications

8.1

There are no procurement implications associated with this report.

9

Climate Change Implications

9.1

There are climate change implications associated with UK aviation policy, the
choice of whether and which airports should be expanded and the flight path
options in the consultation document. New flight paths over Welwyn Hatfield
could have localised climate change impacts.

10

Human Resources Implications

10.1

There are no human resources implications associated with this report.

11

Health and Wellbeing Implications

11.1

There are health and wellbeing implications associated with the flight path
options in the consultation document. New flight paths over Welwyn Hatfield
could cause noise and other forms of pollution.

12

Communications and Engagement Implications

12.1

There are communication and engagement implications associated with the flight
path options in the consultation document. New flight paths over Welwyn
Hatfield would need to be explained to residents and businesses.

13

Link to Corporate Priorities

13.1

The subject of this report is linked to the Council’s Business Plan 2018-2021 and
particularly Priority 2 Our Environment to enhance our green spaces, Priority 3
Our Housing to plan for current and future needs and Priority 4 Our Economy to
promote investment and regeneration, revitalise our neighbourhood and town
centres and support sustainable economic growth.

14

Equalities and Diversity

14.1

An Equality Impact Assessment (EqIA) was not completed because this report
does not propose changes to existing service-related policies or the development
of new service-related policies.
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Appendix 1: IPA design envelopes for potential flight paths for existing runways

When the wind blows from the west, planes land over London and take off towards the
west. Westerly operations account for 70% of the year on average. This design
envelope comes close to Potters Bar and Little Heath and aeroplanes would be at 20003000 feet.

When the wind blows from the west, planes land over London and take off towards the
west. Westerly operations account for 70% of the year on average. This design
envelope comes close to Potters Bar and Little Heath but aeroplanes would be at 7000+
feet.

When the wind blows from the east, planes land over Windsor and take off towards
London. Easterly operations account for 30% of the year on average. This design
envelope doesn’t affect Welwyn Hatfield borough.

Appendix 2: Design envelopes for potential flight paths at an expanded Heathrow

This design envelope comes over St Albans and Potters Bar, close to Welham Green,
Brookmans Park and Little Heath, but aeroplanes would be at 6000-7000 feet and there
would be zero flights above 65 decibels (equivalent to background noise levels in a
busy office).

This design envelope comes over Welham Green, Brookmans Park and Little Heath,
but aeroplanes would be at 6000-7000 feet and there would be zero flights above 65
decibels (equivalent to background noise levels in a busy office).

This design envelope comes over Welwyn Garden City, Hatfield, Newgate Street and
Cuffley but aeroplanes would be at 6000-7000 feet and there would be zero flights
above 65 decibels (equivalent to background noise levels in a busy office). The design
envelope comes over Welham Green, Brookmans Park and Little Heath but aeroplanes
would be at 5000-6000 feet and there would be zero flights above 65 decibels
(equivalent to background noise levels in a busy office).

