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WELWYN HATFIELD BOROUGH COUNCIL
CABINET — 14 JULY 2022

Recommendation from Cabinet Parking and Planning Panel on 23 June 2022:-

7. PUBLICATION OF THE NORTHAW AND CUFFLEY NEIGHBOURHOOD

PLAN AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION FOR PUBLIC

CONSULTATION AND EXAMINATION

Report of the Assistant Director (Planning) on the Northaw and Cuffley Parish
council Neighbourhood Plan. Following consultation in 2021 the Parish Council
has submitted the Plan to the Council and requested it be published for public
consultation. The Council has a statutory duty to assist communities in the
preparation of neighbourhood development plans and to take plans through a

process of examination and referendum.

The compliance check undertaken by officers found that the documentation
submitted fulfilled the requirements of the Neighbourhood Planning (General)
Regulations 2012 (as amended). It was proposed that the council now publicise
the plan for a period of six week, to give people an opportunity to make

representations that will be passed to an independent examiner.

The following points were raised and discussed:

e Members sought clarification over who would vote in the referendum.
Officers explained that it would be those in the neighbourhood plan
location therefore residents that live in the parish of Northaw and Cuffley.

e Members asked for the terms of the referendum. It was explained it

would follow the first past the post system.

e Members stated that the neighbourhood plan area was not the same as
the ward area and queried whether the parish overlapped with
neighbouring Broxbourne. Officers stated that the eastern boundary of

the parish mirrors the borough boundary.

e Members raised the lack of social and affordable housing mentioned the
neighbourhood plan. Officers clarified that the plan presented was the
Parish’s plan and a report with the council’s comments will be presented

to the committee as the council is a consultee in due course.

e Members sought clarification on the weight given to the plan if adopted
for planning policies. Officers stated that once the neighbourhood plan
came into effect it would be part of the development plan. Development
Management Committee and Planning Inspectors would make their
decisions on the policies of the development plan unless there were

material considerations.

¢ Members asked when the six-week consultation period would begin.
Officers stated that the Parish was eager to progress so the consultation

period would start shortly after Cabinet.



RESOLVED
(Unanimous)

1) The council, as Local Planning Authority (LPA), accepts the draft
Northaw and Cuffley Neighbourhood Plan as validly made.

2) The draft Northaw and Cuffley Neighbourhood Plan go out for
consultation for a period of six weeks.

3) An independent examiner be appointed and for the neighbourhood plan
to be submitted for examination following public consultation.

The reports of the Cabinet Planning and Parking Panel meeting can be viewed in full
here:
https://democracy.welhat.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?Cld=266&MId=1497&Ver=4
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